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Firing at Random

To my wife, Sortain, 
– a tribute to her patience and understanding

as I spent long hours 
writing, writing, writing...
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From the author: You have now opened this book. Do not be 
influenced in any way by what is given in these four pages. I 
assure you that this book, you are about to read, is just as bad 
as all the others I have written before!

“Sri Lanka’s English language writers began to get recognition 
abroad. In the first rank of such writers is Carl Muller... Muller 
is a writer of serious fiction, not just a raconteur with a talent for 
raising belly laughs... His seriousness is shown by the fact that 
his writings cause offence and even enrage people, which no 
mere raconteur ever does... The problem is that the truth about 
people can cause offence... The other reason why Muller causes 
outrage is that he sees the truth in his own peculiar way, not 
quite in the way that most others see it... There is a great deal 
to be said in favour of that lifestyle and those values because 
they have led to the politics of “carnival”, the kicking out of 
hierarchical mania which has degraded the Sri Lankan people. 
Far too much crawling before our politicians has been going 
on. Therefore all credit to Carl Muller for speaking out for the 
vertical man.” – Izeth Hussain, in the “Weekend Express”, April 
10/11, 1999.

“Carl (Muller) gave us a total lack of inhibition hitherto unknown 
in Sri Lankan writing and a full-blooded comic exuberance... 
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